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Division 51:  Country High School Hostels Authority, $8 398 000 - 
Mrs D.J. Guise, Chairman. 

Mr M. McGowan, Minister for Education and Training. 

Ms S.A. O’Neill, Acting Director General, Department of Education and Training. 

Mr J. Hopkins, Director. 

Mr C. Shimmon, Manager Finance. 

The CHAIRMAN:  The member for Cottesloe can proceed. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  I refer to the capital works figures on page 936, and in particular to the allocation for the 
Albany Residential College, which has been a long-running saga.  I would appreciate an update on what is 
proposed finally for Albany and whether it will be available to both government and non-government students in 
the area, and which site is to be used. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  As can be seen from page 936, we are spending $14.18 million on the college.  An 
additional $1.88 million has been included in the budget to complete this project.  The Catholic Education Office 
is contributing $1.4 million towards the project.  Mr Hopkins can perhaps elaborate a little more. 

Mr J. Hopkins:  In all, the amount is $14.18 million.  Two million dollars will be spent in this financial year, 
$8.9 million will be spent in the next financial year, and the remainder will be spent after that.  There is a 
contribution in the final year - that is, next financial year - from the Catholic Education Office.  It is contributing 
$1.4 million in 2008-09 towards the project, and $37 700 every year for the next 20 years; that is its contribution.  
In return, it will have access to 24 beds in that 145-student residential facility. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  And the site? 

Mr J. Hopkins:  It is being constructed on the existing site, behind the residential college. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  On the alpine site? 

Mr J. Hopkins:  Yes, on the alpine site. 
Mr G. WOODHAMS:  I refer to the first two dot points under significant issues and trends on page 932.  Given 
the increased number of students who are boarders, particularly in the south coastal strip east of Albany and 
closer to Esperance, I was under the impression that there might have been an indication in this budget that there 
would be some additional funds for expansion of the Esperance hostel.  However, I cannot find any reference to 
Esperance in the budget.  I am just wondering whether the minister could perhaps direct me to where within 
division 51 I might find some reference to improvements or additions to or planning for the Esperance high 
school hostel. 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  I am aware that there is an issue in Esperance.  In fact, some months ago the member for 
Roe introduced me to someone from the college and brought to my attention the desire for an expansion.  
However, we do not have any money at this stage for that.  Therefore, the member will not find any reference to 
it in the budget. 
Mr G. WOODHAMS:  I have a further question.  The minister will appreciate that Esperance is a long way 
from my electorate, so I do not have a direct personal interest in it.  However, I have a substantial interest in 
appropriate boarding facilities for students from regional Western Australia.  I urge the minister and his 
colleagues to look at Esperance as a place where they will have to provide boarding facilities, at least, in a sense, 
to acknowledge the second dot point under significant issues and trends; that is, an increase in the population of 
Hopetoun.  The closest senior high school to Hopetoun is Esperance Senior High School, and the mining 
ventures between Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun continue to add to the school population.  Perhaps even an 
indication that Esperance would be given consideration in the future would be an encouragement to those people 
who live in that community. 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  We are aware that there is a potential issue with the economic development there.  We are 
monitoring the situation because of that potential.  As I understand it, the pressure has not developed yet, but I 
am aware that there could be pressure in the future.  We will monitor it and treat it with some seriousness in the 
future, but I cannot make any commitments at this stage.  As the member knows, we run a range of these 
colleges around the state.  Some of them have larger enrolments than others, and some have more pressure than 
others.  Esperance is one that has a fair bit of pressure, as does Albany.  We are obviously dealing with Albany.  
We are actually doing some work in Broome also, as the member would be aware. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I refer to page 936.  Under works in progress, the first item is “Motor Vehicles - Bus 
Replacement Program - Seat Belts”.  I notice that the estimated expenditure for 2006-07 is $20 000, and there is 
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nothing in the forward estimates.  Am I to assume that the program has been completed and that all buses have 
been fitted with seatbelts?  What buses are we talking about?  Can the minister give us an overview of that, 
please? 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  I will get Mr Hopkins to comment on that.  He is across that issue. 
Mr J. Hopkins:  Our fleet of buses has consisted until now of 14-seat buses, all of which have seatbelts on every 
seat, and 23-seat buses, which typically do not have seatbelts and which cannot be converted easily.  However, 
the authority has a replacement plan for all of its buses.  In this financial year, we have replaced two of our 23-
seat buses with 25-seat buses, which are fully seatbelted.  In the next financial year, we will replace another one 
of those 23-seat buses.  In a couple more years, we will have replaced our whole fleet of buses with buses that 
have seatbelts, and they all fully comply with school bus specifications. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Basically, all the replacements that can be done have been done, and there is $235 000 
in the 2007-08 budget for the replacement program.  From 2007-08, how many buses will still have to be 
replaced using the $235 000 that the authority has been allocated to spend on that replacement program?  

[8.00 pm] 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  I will get Mr Shimmon to provide that advice. 

Mr C. Shimmon:  There is one to be replaced this year and we got the extra $20 000 from government to assist 
with that replacement.  Then there is probably - I am not positive about it - seven or eight buses that have to be 
replaced over the next five years.   

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  After 2007-08? 

Mr C. Shimmon:  Yes, that is right. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  The first dot point on page 935 of the Budget Statements refers to the new boarding service at 
City Beach for Perth Modern School students.  How many of the Perth Modern School students in the talented 
and gifted program are coming from way bush and requiring the boarding facilities?   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  At present it is 19 students.  As I said earlier, they will use that facility at City Beach into 
the future.  We expect the number could rise over time to 50 students from the bush next year.  That takes into 
account that next year there will be year 9s as well, so two year groups will be accommodated there.  By the time 
it hits year 12, we expect there could be up to 100 students at that facility.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  That would be approximately 10 per cent of the school population.   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  Not all students would stay at the facility.  I expect that some may stay with relatives.  
The country population of Western Australia is about 20 per cent of the state’s population, but it is a merit select 
school so students are not allocated on the proportion of city to country students.  It is not as though there is an 
allocation for each area around the state; it is based on merit.  We are not sure exactly how many students will 
come from the country; it will probably fluctuate to some degree.  However, we have a lot of capacity at that 
facility to cater for them.  Has the member ever been there?  It is a wonderful facility.  I would not mind living 
there myself.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  No. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  It is quite good.   

[Mr P.B. Watson took the chair.] 

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  Following on from the member for Perth, I just have a point of clarification about that 
hostel at City Beach.  It certainly is a marvellous service, but I understand that it is not exclusively for students 
who will attend Perth Modern School.   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  I will get Mr Hopkins to answer that. 

Mr J. Hopkins:  It is exclusively for gifted and talented education students and priority is given to students at 
Perth Modern School.  At the moment, of course, it is very early days and there is a lot of capacity to provide for 
students from other gifted and talented education programs.  Only time will tell how many country students will 
qualify for the Perth Modern School program and what extra capacity there might be for students in other gifted 
and talented education programs.   

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  Mr Chairman, can I ask the question that I wanted to put originally?  I was just seeking 
a point of clarification. 

The CHAIRMAN:  The member has not asked any questions yet. 
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Mr G. WOODHAMS:  The Chairman’s generosity is excessive. 

I refer to the last dot point under “Major Initiatives for 2007-08” on page 935, which mentions the focus on 
partnerships to assist upper school students.  Could the minister please elaborate on how that might work?  Who 
would be involved in that process?  Where it occurs?  I am just seeking some more flesh on the bones; that is all.  
It is certainly appropriate for me to ask that sort of question. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  I will ask Mr Hopkins to give the member the answer to that. 

Mr J. Hopkins:  It relates to the changes in the school leaving age.  Our traditional business has been to provide 
a boarding service for students who were fairly well academically bound, heading off towards university.  That 
has very much been the traditional provision in boarding facilities.  However, with the changes to the legislation 
with students staying at school until year 12, we are increasingly having students of secondary school age who 
are involved in training apprenticeships.  It is our intention over this 12 months to actively pursue local 
employers to come and work with the students and talk about that part of schooling.  Therefore, instead of the 
evening program being mainly focused on study time for the academic students, there will also be an element 
which is going to assist the students who are looking at other career aspirations. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  Just another point of clarification: in those circumstances will those opportunities be 
created at the Albany, Geraldton or Esperance level, or will they be coordinated from Perth? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  I will let Mr Hopkins answer that question. 

Mr J. Hopkins:  No, it will be entirely a local initiative.  I do not know if the member is aware that our college 
boards of management have representation from the local communities on them; generally people from the local 
business communities and local shires.  We will rely upon the involvement of the college boards and work with 
them to initiate that activity.  

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


